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Africare’s staff at headquarters in Washington, DC, number approximately 50, while in our field offices across Africa, our staff number over 1,000, 90% of whom are African nationals. Africare staff possess a tremendous breadth and depth of expertise in African development aid. This list of Africare Experts is constantly being updated and expanded. 
To speak with Africare staff in Washington or abroad, please contact Ann Jackson at 202-328-5322 or ajackson@africare.org. Thank you. 
Patrick Adah, MD 

Dr. Adah has been with Africare/Nigeria for 10 years, preceded by four years with other development organizations in Nigeria. His main area of expertise is the implementation of health projects. He currently coordinates projects in health integration and malaria control. His writings include “The Impact of the Use of Insecticide Treated Nets among Children Less Than Five Years.” Dr. Ada speaks English, Yoruba and Ibo. (11/01/08)
Uduak Obot Affia

Dr. Affia brings 12 years of experience in African development to her position on the Africare Nigeria staff. She has served with Africare for just under three years. Her expertise is in health education, social work, and medical sociology, in which she holds a PhD. Currently she is focusing on the technical response to AIDS affected populations in Nigeria. Dr. Affia recently attended the “Third Africa Conference on Sexual Health and Rights” (Abuja) and the Conference on “Clinical Trials in Emerging Economies: Issues in Public Health” in London. Her publications include: Reproductive Choices for Women Living with HIV, February 200; HIV/AIDS in Nigeria: The Dragnet of Health Crises in Nigeria August 2008; Public Health and Clinical trials: Issues of Concerns in Nigeria (2008). Dr. Affia speaks Ibibio, Efik, and English. (10/20/08)
Ranahnah A. Afriye 

Ms. Afriye is a Regional Technical Manager for Africare in Tanzania. She offers a broad range of experience in the public sector, including program and financial management, 

evaluation, and strategic planning. For over ten years, Ms. Afriye has managed public health programs, both U.S. domestic and international. Her expertise includes general 

palliative care, community based care for orphans and vulnerable children (OVC), and reproductive health education. Her current work focuses on Africare’s COPE project -- Community-based Orphans Care and Empowerment Project -- in Tanzania. In this program, she had led a dynamic team of international health professionals, implementing a $17 million four-country integrated program for OVC and people living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV). Before joining Africare Ms. Afriye was Community Health Education Director for Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley, Poughkeepsie, NY where she managed the HIV/AIDS prevention program and grants. Her publications include: Kirby, Doug, et al, Preventing Teen Pregnancy: Youth Development and After-School Programs. ETR Associates, 2002; -Afriye, Ranahnah, African and African-Centered Educational Models: Critical Linkages of Theory and Praxis. The Africana Human Condition. Global Dimensions, 2002; Afriye, Ranahnah, The Sower and the Seed: Redefining Primary Education in Tanzania for Post-Colonial Liberation, Master’s Thesis, Cornell University, 2002. Ms. Afriye has an MPS in African Studies from Cornell 

University.  (9/23/09)

Alassane Aguili

Mr. Aguili is an Africare Program Manager in his native country of Mali. He has been with Africare for 10 years, specializing in the coordination of project activities. His current projects include the Timbuktu Food Security Initiative and the Goundam System for Rice Intensification. Mr. Aguili speaks seven languages: French, English, Croatian, Serbian, Sonrhai, Bambara and Tamasheg. (10/14/08)

Kechi Anah, MD, MPH

Dr. Anah joined Africare in 2004 to serve as the organization’s Health and HIV/AIDS Technical Specialist, working across Africa to coordinate Africare’s efforts to mitigate the impact of preventable infectious diseases on individuals and societies. She also serves as project director and principal investigator for Africare’s premier comprehensive HIV care and treatment program in South Africa.  She is now the Deputy Director of the Office of Health and HIV/AIDS.
Prior to joining Africare, Dr. Anah worked as program officer and consultant with Pathfinder International and with the UNFPA (adolescent reproductive health program). She has also been an investigator and co-investigator in various research studies in infectious diseases, adolescent health and maternal and child health, with special emphasis on low-income or hard-to-reach settings globally. A specialist in the care and treatment of acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) and the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in children and adults, for the past 10 years Dr. Anah has devoted her time to working in the field of preventive medicine. She champions Africare’s effort at providing a continuum of care to people infected and affected by AIDS. She has authored numerous reports, in addition to journal articles, and has edited books and manuals. Dr. Anah holds a Medical Degree from the University of Benin, Nigeria, and a Masters of Public Health from Boston University. (11/20/08)

James Bariyanga

Originally from Uganda, Mr. Bariyanga is the Project Coordinator for Africare in Sierra Leone. He has worked for Africare for nine years. His area of expertise is agriculture, with specialization in the design and management of food security and livelihood programs, monitoring and evaluation, agro-enterprise development for smallholder farmers, and other rural community development initiatives. His current projects focus on livelihood expansion and asset development. Most recently he participated in the Food Security Summit for West African Countries: Sharing results and lessons learnt in implementation of food security programs, organized by USAID/ FFP in Dakar, Senegal (September 2008). He has experience in the use of participatory tools for assessing impacts of food security programs. He has published several articles, including Analysis of production, marketing, and pricing system of Irish potatoes, beans, bananas, cauliflower, tomatoes, passion fruit and cabbages. Private Sector Promotion Center/Africa 2000 Network, Uganda (November 2002), Monitoring and Adoption of Agro-Forestry technologies in Southwest Uganda. (Africare and Afrena; December 2001), and “Marketing and pricing of seed potatoes in Uganda: from research station to farmers.” African Potato Association, Conference Proceedings, Vol. 5, pp. 459-462.

Mr. Bariyanga is fluent in English and French. (10/14/08)

Gordon K. Brown

Mr. Brown serves as Africare Country Representative in Zambia. His 10 years of experience on the African continent include eight with Africare (in Ethiopia, Guinea, Malawi, Namibia, Sierra Leone, and Zambia) and two as a US Peace Corps Volunteer in Niger. Mr. Brown’s particular areas of expertise are in humanitarian assistance program management and policy. Currently he is managing the $5 million Africare Zambia program with 15 projects ranging from HIV/AIDS to water and sanitation, agriculture, emergency assistance, and maternal and neonatal health. His recent publications include: Gender Roles in Burundian Refugee Camps, The Lasting Impact of Refugee Interventions in Tanzania (2006 Tufts University); and Contributing Author on Namibia, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Burundi and Kenya, World Refugee Survey 2007, yearly publication of the US Committee on Refugees and Immigrants. Mr. Brown speaks Hausa, French, English and Swahili. (10/17/08)

Sekai Mapanda-Chikowero

Africare’s Country Representative in Tanzania, Ms. Mapanda-Chikowero has 15 years experience in African development programs. Her areas of expertise include general project management, planning, monitoring and evaluation. She has supervised and/or is supervising implementation of projects in food security and agriculture through Integrated Livelihoods Approach, water and sanitation, resettlement action planning, health systems strengthening and HIV/AIDS (prevention, counseling and testing, OVC, HBC), education assistance and emergency humanitarian aid. She also has extensive experience in state-of-the-art community engagement, mobilization and empowerment strategies including Participatory and Appreciative Learning Approaches for community engagement. In Tanzania, she is coordinating multi-disciplinary teams of engineers and social scientists implementing public-private partnership projects for the energy sector drawing on Indigenous Knowledge for Resettlement Action Planning as guided by World Bank Policy OP4.12. 

In 2008, Mapanda-Chikowero was awarded the prestigious Archbishop Desmond Tutu Leadership Fellowship in recognition of her principled leadership. She holds a Masters degree in Rural and Urban Planning from the University of Zimbabwe and speaks English, Shona, Ndebele, and Kiswahili. (6/30/09)
Paul Chimedza
Mr. Chimedza has spent 12 years with Africare and currently serves as Officer in Charge for Africare Zimbabwe. Mr. Chimedza is an agronomist with expertise in livelihoods program design, emergency agriculture and HIV/AIDS recovery, the multi-disciplinary extension approach, and disaster preparedness and response. Mr. Chimedza speaks English and Shona. (11/04/08)
Mario Joao de Almeida

Mr. de Almeida serves as Monitoring and Evaluation Officer in Mozambique. He has spent over 11 years with Africare including seven in Mozambique and four in Sierra Leone. His areas of expertise are in monitoring and evaluation, agriculture, health, water and sanitation, education, and income-generating activities. Mr. de Almeida speaks English and Portuguese. (8/14/09)
Nene M. Diallo, MD, MPH
A native of Guinea, Dr. Diallo joined Africare 18 months ago to provide technical assistance to Africare’s health and HIV/AIDS projects in French-speaking countries as well as to Africare’s child survival projects. A public health professional, she has spent more than 25 years in combined clinical and public health experiences both nationally and internationally in child survival, malaria, and HIV/AIDS. Prior to joining Africare, Dr. Diallo was with the Virginia State Health Department for more than seven years. She led the CDC HIV Incidence and Resistance projects in Virginia and was part of the team that produced the first estimates of HIV incidence in the USA. Her experience includes 10 years of planning and implementing HIV/AIDS programs and conducting HIV/AIDS surveillance, nine years of clinical experience in West Africa and more than three years of Technical Assistance to the National Alliance of States and Territories AIDS Directors (NASTAD). Dr. Diallo holds an MD degree from Guinea and an MPH from San Diego State University. She speaks French, Fulani and English. (11/20/08)

Orode Omolara Doherty, MD

Dr. Doherty is the director of Africare’s Technical Response to AIDS-Affected Populations (TAP) Project in Nigeria. Prior to assuming leadership of this project, she worked with Columbia University, New York as Central Pediatric Advisor, and for Nigeria’s International Center for AIDS Care and Treatment Programs. In that role she led the team that established a network of over 80 pediatric and maternal HIV programs and clinics in Kaduna, Gombe, Cross River and Benue states of Nigeria. Her sites were noted for delivering high-quality pediatric HIV care, and with the successful integration of pediatric care and maternal health care.

 
Dr. Doherty is American Board Certified in Pediatrics and is an Associate Fellow of both the Nigerian National and West African Post Graduate Medical colleges. She serves as a member of the World Health Organization Steering Committee on the development of operational guidelines on HIV counseling and testing in the Africa region, on the Nigerian National HIV and Infant Feeding Steering Committee, as well as the National Pediatric HIV Technical Working group, and the National PMTCT working group. In addition, Dr. Doherty serves as the Chairperson of the Steering Committee of the Nigeria 2025 scenarios team. She is the author of numerous articles and is a frequent presenter at international pediatric/maternal health conferences. Dr. Doherty earned her medical degree from the University of Benin Medical School, Nigeria, and a Masters of Public Health in Maternal and Child Health from Harvard University. (11/20/08)
 
Clarence S. Hall, DrPH, MPH 
Dr. Hall has over 30 years of national and international public health experience. As Director in the Office of Health & HIV/AIDS for Africare, Dr. Hall supervises Africare’s staff of highly-trained public health professionals and directs Africare’s efforts to address health and HIV/AIDS problems in 25 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. His past work experience includes Health Education Specialist/Consultant based in Zambia for the World Health Organization where he assisted the government of Zambia in strengthening its national family health and health education programs. During this period he also provided technical assistance in health education to East and Southern African Ministries of Health. Dr. Hall has managed and provided in-country technical support for USAID funded Child Survival Projects in Nigeria and Lesotho for the Academy for Educational Development. Prior to joining Africare, Dr. Hall was the Lead Quality Assurance Analyst for the Federal Emergency Management Agency in Hyattsville, Maryland. Dr. Hall is a former Peace Corps volunteer. He later received a Fulbright Fellowship for Study Abroad while earning a Doctorate of Public Health in Health Education from the University of California, Berkeley. He also holds a Masters of Public Health from the University of California, Los Angeles.  (7/27/09)

Grace D. M. Kamba, RN
Ms. Kamba joined Africare Malawi in 2002 where she serves as Health and Nutrition Manager in Ntcheu District. She brings 17 years of experience overall with NGOs and the government in health program and service management at both district and central hospital levels, including eight years of HIV/AIDS Behavioral Change Management and Deputy Program Manager, and HIV/AIDS Coordinator for Africare. Other positions held include Health Advisor (Plan International); HIV/AIDS Behavioral Change Officer (National AIDS Commission); Nursing Manager and Public Health Nursing Officer and Provider of Nursing Services (Plan Malawi, National AIDS Commission and Ministry of Health). Ms. Kemba has extensive experience designing technical assistance for HIV/AIDS behavioral change strategies and has contributed to a number of training manuals including “Sexually Transmitted Disease Manual,” “Malawi Home Based Care Manual,” and “HIV/AIDS Workplace Training Manual.” She is a registered nurse and midwife. (10/22/08)

Laurence Mukanyindo
Originally from Rwanda, Ms. Mukanyindo serves as the Administrative Officer in Africare’s Mali office. She has spent the past 13 years working for Africare and specializes in finance and administration. Ms. Mukanyindo has published Thèse de Fin d'Etudes :Importations dans l'économie du Burundi : Cas Spécifique de la Société SOGIEX  "importation du matériel roulant ": Travail réalisé en 1993. She speaks French, English, Swahili, and Kinyarwanda. (10/16/08)
Hyghten Mungoni 
Mr. Mungoni, Country Representative of Africare Uganda, brings more than 26 years of experience in rural development to this position. Before coming to Uganda, Mr. Mungoni was previously posted with Africare Malawi for seven years where he designed and supervised the implementation of projects in health, nutrition and HIV/AIDS; food security and agriculture; natural resource management; water supply and sanitation; youth empowerment; and humanitarian aid. As Officer in Charge, he was responsible for the following critical elements: i) Country Strategy Development; ii) Representation, Project Design and Fundraising; iii) Project Implementation; iv) Financial Management; and v) Personnel Management with an annual budget of US$2.0 million that included funds from USAID, OFDA, Food for Peace, UNICEF, DFID, the World Bank and private foundations.  

Prior to joining Africare, Mr. Mungoni worked for the Development of Malawian Enterprises Trust (DEMAT) supporting rural enterprises ranging from agriculture, cottage industries, services and petty trading. During this time, he was appointed to manage a five-year UNDP funded livelihood program in six impact districts of Malawi. Mr. Mungoni graduated from the University of Malawi, Bunda College of Agriculture. (2/16/09)
Francis Musinguzi 
Mr. Musinguzi serves as Water Program Officer for Africare Uganda. During his nine years with Africare, he has worked on myriad of projects ranging from child survival, food security, and natural resource management to HIV/AIDS-focused programs. He has served at various ranks: water engineer, water specialist, program coordinator and Program Officer. Recognized as a water sector specialist at the national level, he serves as treasurer to the Uganda Water and Sanitation Network. At the international level, Mr. Musinguzi is a Transboundary Water Management Scientist and a member of the International Hydrology Association (IAH). He holds bachelors and masters degrees in engineering from Makerere University. (2/16/09)  
Maggie Mzungu 

Ms. Mzungu serves as Africare Malawi’s Livelihoods Program Manager for the I-LIFE DAP supported project. She has been with Africare since 2002 and has managed Malawis’ food security, humanitarian, environment and recovery programs for the past seven years. She has experience in project management and participatory methodologies for assessing the impacts of food security and nutrition programs and participated in the first review of the Food Security Community Capacity Index in Maputo in 2004. She has experience in rural microfinance acquired through managing programs in Village Savings and Loans. Before joining Africare, Maggie worked for the Government of Malawi in the GTZ project for the Promotion of Horticulture. In addition, she worked for the Horticul-ture Development Organization of Malawi to develop the horticultural sector through farmer organization, trainings and agro-processing for women groups. She served as editor of Horticulture Magazine from 1999 to 2002. Maggie holds a Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture from the University of Malawi. (2/13/09)

Michael Ndimba

Mr. Ndimba has been with Africare for five years. He is currently applying his expertise in business and marketing as the Project Coordinator for the Africare Zimbabwe program Community-Based Support to Vulnerable Urban Populations. Mr. Ndimba speaks English and Shona. (11/04/08)

Ahmed Moussa N’Game

Mr. N’Game, Country Representative for Africare-Burkina Faso, has been working with Africare for 24 years. His areas of expertise include irrigation and dam construction, agriculture and food security, HIV/AIDS, micro-finance and project implementation.  He is currently working on a number of key projects: the Zondoma Food Security Initiative; the Houet Alternative Nutritional Agriculture Revenue Producers (HANARP); an African Well Fund project for gardening development and household nutrition improvement; Emergency Assistance to Farming Families -- Victims of High Food Prices in Urban and Peri-Urban Areas with the Food and Agriculture Organization. Mr. N’Game also spent eight years in Chad working with the National Office for Rural Development on irrigation programs. He speaks French, Arabic, and English. (11/24/08) 

Willis Otieno-Obura, PhD 
Mr. Obura brings more than 35 years in African development to his position as Africare Country Representative in Rwanda, which he has been since 2004. Previous posts have been with the planning division of the Ministry of Agriculture in the Kenyan government; as senior lecturer with the United Nations Development Program focusing on Cameroon; as chief agricultural economist with the African Development Bank responsible for agriculture and rural development projects; and consulting for clients such as the FAO and the World Bank. Mr. Obura’s areas of expertise include socio-economic and sustainable development focusing on poverty reduction, food security, health, education, and advocacy. He currently oversees projects in food security and HIV/AIDS, orphaned and vulnerable children, and women’s empowerment. Mr. Obura holds a PhD in Economics, and speaks English, French and Swahili. (2/14/09)
Al-Hassana Idriss Outman - Sherrif
Management Engineer by profession, Mr. Al-Hassana, Senior Country Representative for Africare-Senegal with oversight regional responsibilities for Mauritania, Guinea Bissau, Guinea Conakry and Cape Verde, has been working with Africare for 25 years. His areas of expertise include agriculture and food security, HIV/AIDS, water resources and environmental protection management, micro-finance, conflict resolution, and refugee camp management. He is currently managing Community Health (malaria and tuberculosis), Nutrition and Poverty Reduction programs in Senegal. Additionally, Mr. Al-Hassana is exploring possibilities to re-establish Africare interventions in the countries of the sub-region under his supervision. Mr. Al-Hassana speaks French, Hausa, English and Arabic. (6/29/09).

Peter M. Persell

Mr. Persell brings 37 years of experience in international development to his position as Africare Regional Director of the Southern Africa Region. Twenty-five of those years have been with Africare, 11 with the Peace Corps, and one with the Mitchell Group (Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance). He has spent 18 years in Africa in Burkina Faso, Rwanda, Uganda, Ethiopia, Niger, Chad and Tanzania. His areas of expertise include water, integrated rural development, and natural disaster and complex emergency response (“relief to development” continuum). He currently manages Africare’s programs in Angola, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Mr. Persell received a Presidential Letter of Appreciation for his work with the Peace Corps and served on the Federal Government’s Interagency Task Force providing policy guidance to the President on humanitarian assistance. He speaks French and Moore (Burkina Faso). (6/29/09)

Felicia Sakala

Ms. Sakala has worked for Africare for nine years and until recently held the position of Health and Gender Projects Manager for Zambia. Her areas of expertise include HIV/AIDS programming, behavioral change communication strategies, adolescent reproductive health, life skills training, gender training and analysis, and gender-based violence advocacy and programming. Ms. Sakala worked in three major programs in Zambia: Intensifying Community Outreach on Anti-Retroviral Therapy Through Behavioral Change Communication Strategies; A Safer Zambia (under USAID’s Women’s Justice and Empowerment Initiative); and RAPIDS (Reaching HIV/AIDS Affected People with Integrated Development and Support). Ms. Sakala is currently working as a health consultant to Africare’s South Africa Office. She has written many articles, particularly on women’s health and circumstances. Ms. Sakala speaks English, Nyanja, and Bemba. (8/13/09)

Bueno Dickens Sande

Mr. Sande has recently joined Africare Uganda as Program Officer for Africare Uganda where he supervises all projects. He brings nine years of experience in African development with expertise particularly in the areas of land management, agroforestry, agriculture practices and project management. He has published extensively, including authorship or co-authorship of: Land Management and AgriculturalPpractices in the Kagera Basin,  Participa-tory identification of sustainable land and agricultural management practices in the River Kagera Basin, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Rome, Italy (2005); Fodder Shrubs for Improving Incomes of Dairy Farmers in the East African Highlands, International Grassland Congress, Wagenngen Academic Publishers, The Netherlands (2005); Pollarding and Root Pruning as Management Options for Tree-Crop Competition and Firewood Production. MSc thesis, University of Stellenbosch (2002); Effective Collaboration and Partnerships, Proceeding of Training in Effective Partnerships, FORRI-NARO-ICRAF Agroforestry Programme, Kabale Uganda (2003). Mr. Sande speaks English, French, Kiswahili, and his native language, Runyakitara. (2/16/09)
Maisha Strozier

Ms. Strozier was recently named Africare Country Representative in Nigeria. She has spent 17 years in African development, 13 of which were spent in West Africa. Her expertise is program management in the following areas: women’s reproductive health; and democracy and governance, including civil society strengthening, policy and legislative advocacy, public finance oversight, and social services sector policy development. She most recently attended the Oxfam International Conference in Barcelona on “Reforming Extractive Industries for Growth and Justice.” Her publications include: Engendering Legislative Initiative – Case Studies, Center for Development and Population Activities, 2002; Giving Women A Voice – 100 Women’s Groups Strategy.  Contributor. Center for Development and Population Activities. 2002; and Nigeria 2003 Elections: The Experience of Women Aspirants in Political Party Primaries. Introduction and Editing. “Women’s Rights Advancement and Protection Alternative (WRAPA),” Nigeria. 2003. Ms. Strozier speaks English and French. (10/20/08)

Josette Makong Vignon, MD, MPH
Originally from Benin, Josette Vignon in now Country Representative for Africare-Benin and Africare-Côte d’Ivoire. She brings over 13 years of experience in African development to her work. Dr. Vignon includes among her areas of expertise public health and medicine, program monitoring and evaluation, as well as financial, human resources, program and country office management. Her current focus is on malaria control projects. Dr. Vignon’s numerous publications as author or co-author include “Sexuality and Reproductive Health of Adolescents and Youth in Cameroon,” Journal on Sexuality, volume 4, nº14, pages 285-382; “Adolescents and Youth Needs Assessments in Reproductive Health in the Province of Littoral, Cameroon, GTZ/PSR/JA Nº13, 2000; “Growth of Beninese Children from Birth to 30 Months, Health Sciences Center Scientific Day, University of South Florida, 1999; “Youth Risk Behavior Survey in Rural Zimbabwe,” American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, 1998; "Stop Smoking for Baby and Me.” (Results of a smoking cessation program by telephone, Florida Perinatal Association's Partners Conference and Department of Health's Healthy Start Initiative Sharing Solutions Conference, Florida, 1999.) Dr. Vignon holds an MD from the University of Abomey-Calavi in Benin and an MPH from the University of South Florida, Tampa, FL. She speaks French and English. (2/19/09)

